CHAPTER XI
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION,
1889-1815
the Revolution of 1688 ended the conflict between the §
Crown and Parliament. Sovereignty was finally settled
in King and Parliament, In the reign of Jaines II there tar«* >tf the
had been no serious question of the right of the King to
raise taxes without the consent of Parliament, though in
the Bill of Rights the fact that he had levied taxes without
consent between the time of his accession and the meeting
of his Parliament was counted among the charges against
him. Since the restoration of Charles II, the illegality of
unparliamentary taxation was scarcely doubted. The dis-
pute of James's reign concerned rather the right of the
King to set aside Acts of Parliament and in particular to
exercise his prerogative in favour of Catholics.
William and Mary occupied the throne only by the sanction Uwits on
of Parliament; and their title, such as it was, was a statutory the King, °
one.   This fact was emphasised when the Act of Settlement
was passed, and the Stewart claimants were excluded in
favour of the Hanoverians. 'By the Bill of Rights, the
King might not be a Catholic, nor might he marry a Catholic :J
he was obliged to attend the communion of the Church of
England, and to take the declaration against transubstan-
tiation, the invocation of saints and the sacrifice of the
mass.
/The supremacy of parliamentary law was assured by the The s«pre~
abolition of the suspending power and of the dispensing parliament.
power as it had been " exercised of late/"   In the new
coronation oath the King vowed to govern the people
"according to the statutes in Parliament agreed on."1
The regular session of Parliament was guaranteed by the
passing of the Triennial Act in 1694.   This Act reaffirmed
i Grant-Robertson, Sekct Statutes, p.n8.      _        ,    :
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